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Changing Things to Suit

When you install the EscoTalk package, two program icons will be created on your desktop – one is “EscoTalk” and the other is “ClipTalk”.

We recommend that you choose a shortcut key for the ClipTalk item – this will allow the clipboard contents to be spoken from another application, without leaving that application (see more below).

Escotalk is used to access web sites, including the Committee Documents web site, so that the contents of that web site can be spoken. The first time you run EscoTalk you will hear the message “EscoTalk Ready”, followed by a sound. This sound will depend on how your computer is set up, and indicates that the system is waiting for you to provide some input.

This message will also appear on the screen, with white letters on a black background. All of these things, and several more, can be changed to suit, and are described in the following paragraphs.

Sound

If you don’t like the sound, this can be changed by using the Control Panel>Sounds, and selecting a new sound for “Default Sound”. If you’d rather not hear the sound at all, then you can turn it off, by selecting Tools (Alt-T) from the main menu, followed by Parameters (P). The screen will show the various items to be changed, and Alt-S will turn the sound alternately off and on. 

Speaking

While at that screen, you can set “Always Speak” on or off, by using Alt-K. If you set it off, then you won’t hear the voice (although text will always be displayed on the screen), and processing will be much faster. This will not affect the speaking of date and time, clipboard contents, and one or two other items. When the speech is turned off, you can use Function 4 to have the text on the screen spoken.

Speech Speed

Stay on this screen a little longer, and note that you can adjust the speaking speed (set to 170 words per minute) by using Alt-P. There are limits on the lower speed of around 120, and more than 220 is not very easy to follow.

Voices

The voices you hear can also be changed, from male to female, and vice-versa. We use a voice to tell you to do things, and another for saying the document text. This breaks the monotony of a using single voice all the time. These voices are the Control Voice, and the Text Voice. Use Alt-C to hear a test of the Control Voice, and Alt-T for the Text Voice.

Any changes you make on this screen will only take effect after you press Update (Alt-U). You can return to this screen at any time, and make further changes. 

Backgrounds

The initial black background may be changed by selecting Tools (Alt-T), followed by Background (B). You can then select the background colour from the list. The text displayed will become invisible if you make the background colour the same as the text colour!

Fonts

The font name, size and colour can all be changed with the controls which are shown when you select Tools (Alt-T) then Fonts (F). 

Dictionary
The phonetic pronunciation of some words, particularly place names, is not always straightforward. For instance “Reading” and “reading”, and other anomalies such as “St. Marys” (that might be assumed to be “Street” and not “Saint”).

For this reason, we provide a dictionary which may be accessed through the “Tools” menu. The operation of this is quite straightforward – the word in question is entered followed by the phonetic spelling. A facility to say the word is also provided, before committing it to the dictionary. Not that the word spelling is case-sensitive.

Visiting a Web Site

To visit a web site, either press Function 2, or else File (Alt-F) followed by G. You can then enter the web address, or if you have already used the system, can display a list of recently visited sites by clicking the arrow at the right of the box. 

To go directly to the local authority web site, www.minutes.org.uk/talk.htm  press Function 6.
You can also access the list by using the Arrow keys, or Page Up/Down. Each previously visited site is displayed, and you can press Function 12 to have the web address spelled out.

Once you have selected the address, press enter, and then press enter again.

If you are not on-line, your system will instruct you (but not by voice) how to connect to your service provider.

If the web site is EscoTalk enabled, then the pages will be displayed (and spoken, if this feature is enabled). With these pages, you will be guided through the web site, and can enter commands, complete forms etc, by following the instructions as they are displayed/spoken. Remember to use Function 1 to get help at any time. You will also be able to use Page Back/Forward (Alt-B/Alt-O). If you wish to see the original web site, Function 9 will start Internet Explorer and display the site.  

If the web site is not EscoTalk enabled, the web site will be displayed in Internet Explorer, and you can use the clipboard to speak selected sections of text. 

Date and Time

Press Function 5 (or Alt-T followed by S) to hear the date and time. This date and time will be from your computer’s clock, and we expect that the system will be set to display these things in “British English” with dates in dd-mm-yy format. The time is said as a 12 hour clock, with a.m. and p.m., except at noon and midnight, when the words will be “12 noon” and “12 midnight”.

Clipboard

Experienced users will be aware that text can be highlighted and copied from one application to another. For example, if you are using a word processor you can highlight a name and address, and copy it into another letter.

This highlighting process is simply done by “wiping” the text you want to copy with the mouse, then using the “Edit” command followed by “Copy”. It’s simpler to replace this last bit by Control-C.

That then gets the text copied to what is know as the Clipboard. 

EscoTalk can do 3 things with Clipboard text. It can 

(a) display the text with the fonts and backgrounds you find easiest to use

(b) speak the text

(c) spell the text

These features work on all text, not just text from web sites. Remember though that you have to have the EscoTalk application on the screen and “in focus” before the clipboard text can be read.

Press Control-V (or Alt-E followed by S) to speak the text on the clipboard.

Press Control-S (or Alt-E followed by P) to spell the text on the clipboard.

Press Control-L (or Alt-E followed by L) to clear the text on the clipboard.

After saying the text, it remains on the screen until you press Enter.

Alternatively, if you have created a shortcut to the Cliptalk program as we recommend in the installation, then you can use this shortcut within any application to have the contents spoken, and then return to that application.
Reading Email

If you have Microsoft Outlook installed on your computer, then you can see how many emails are waiting by going to Tools menu. The first entry shows the number of emails waiting: if you click this (or use Function 3) then a summary of the email messages will be spoken/displayed. You can select a message and the entire content will be spoken/displayed.

You may then delete the message if required.

Please note that this option does not work with Outlook Express, which is a different product.
Clearing History

If your list of visited sites is getting too long, the list can be cleared by “Tools>History>Clear History” (or Alt-T followed by H then C). You will be asked to verify this before proceeding.

You can also remove a single item by selecting that item, then “Tools>History>Remove” (or Alt-T followed by H then R). Again, you will be asked to confirm this before proceeding.

Getting Help/Contacting Us/Our Web Site

As explained earlier, you can get specific help for an item by pressing Function 1. Function 6 will talk through a general help on the function keys.

Function 7 will talk through “About EscoTalk”. You will hear the program version, where the software is installed on your computer, and the date of the dictionary being used.

If you visit www.escosys.co.uk you will see there that there is a download page, where the package may be downloaded. If you have already downloaded and installed the package, then the latest version of the program and dictionary may be downloaded. You need to copy these latest versions to the area on your computer where the existing software is installed.

You can contact us by email at support@escosys.co.uk.

